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BURSAR’S OFFICE 
hg 
F. A. MOURE, Bursar. 


TORONTO 


11 August, 1916. 


Professor James Mavor, 
c/o The Post Office, 
St. Andrews, N. B. 

My dear Sir: 

Referring to your note of the 3rd instant to 
Mr. Moure, he tried to get you by telephone yesterday when in 
towmm, but failing to do so he asked me to write to you in reply 
to your inquiry. 

In the recent report of the Special Committee on 
the Mackenzie Fellowships, which was adopted by the Board of 
Governors, there was no recommendation with regard to any change 
in the manner of payment thereof, so that we must still adhere to 
the existing arrangement. 


Yours truly, 
QQ CA. Le —> 
U MA_AAA“% 


Secretary. 


can 


“roftessor Mavor 
Govenhoven Ministers Island 
Sy 4inirews Ny Be 
Dear Frofessor Mavor: 
I underetand that Mr Brobner has forwarded Miss MeKenna's name to the 


ae) es os a ‘ ¢ vrprvert ba te cm te % 
Bursar, ani have aleao written to him 


Oe ted Bum Re he gen fry} my vaeard ty 2m iy 
paid in quarterly instalments. The Reard meets 


September end will doubtless authorize that this be done at that time. 
There was no clause inserted in the regulations of 7] to vans 
of periods of payment. 

unet sad news 14 is about poor Brodie. fis less to the University 
is very serious, and personally I had come to regar im as a friend with 
yhom I had much pleasant intorcowrse, iL think i Cine wit 
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fith kind rerar 


6 to irs Meavor and yourself, I am 


9th November, 1916. 


My dear President Falconer, 


Referring to our conversation of a few days ago, 
I should be glad if you would be good enough to convey the 
following answer to Mr. Hearst. 

You informed me, as I understood, that Mr. Hearst 
had complained of certain criticisms of mine upon the Hydro-Electric 
Commission and upon the relation of that Commission to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario. I understood that Mr. Hearst had indicated that 
these criticisms had been in some way inconvenient to the Govern- 
ment and that Mr. Hearst had requested you to put a stop to them. 

I understood from you also that Mr. Hearst hinted broadly that if 
they were not stopped the Government might be unwilling to implement 
its promises with regard to meeting the deficit in the University 
finances for the current year. You also mentioned that Mr. Hearst 
had spoken of certain criticisms to which the University had been 
Subjected in consequence of the articles in question. On these 


various matters I have to remark as follows :-= 


lst. Everything that I have written in connection with the 
Subject has been inspired by friendliness to the Government and 
regard for the interests of the Province. I have desired to do 
what I could to prevent the Government from pursuing & course 
which to my mind leads to irremediable disaster to itself and grave 
financial and diplomatic embarassment to the Province. These 


consequences must I firmly believe ensue if the reckless and 


=m 2 = 


unbusinesslike projects of the Hydro-Electric Commission are 
carried out. At any time the wisdom of these projects would be 
extremely doubtful, to carry them out in time of war while we do 
not know to what extent the liquid resources of the country and 

the resources of its credit may yet be severely strained is to my 
mind the extrmwme of folly; and I feel Se a to es continugsg 
to protest against the policy (eee? oa in these projects. Moreover 
the action of the Government seems to me to be making for a serious 
dispute with the United States,,a proceeding which, occurring as it 


does during so great a crisis,is it appears to me not merely 


tnwise but highly dangerous. 


2nd. The articles are written in a spirit of seientifie 
criticism. They are not concerned with party politics and they 
are free from personalities. They present so far as I am aware 
for the first time the economic grounds of objection to the policy 
of Government Ownership and operation of industrial enterprises as 
applied to this country. There is no pretense to completeness. 


They really constitute only a preliminary sketch. 


3rd. Some of the articles have been in print for many months, 
yet no responsible writer so far as I am aware has challenged any 
of the conclusions or any of the statements of fact upon which these 
conclusions are founded. It is obvious that the criticisms of 
which Mr. Hearst complains cannot be appreciated, much less answered, 
excepting by an economist who possesses a sound knowledge of the 


principles of economic reasoning as well as of the details of the 


~ Gs 


history of the enterprises in question. It is obvious also that 
until an absolutely independent and exhaustive expert enquiry and 
report have been made upon the whole Hydro=-Electric project, and 
unless such a report is entirely satisfactory, the Government 
eannot successfully defend itself on the floor of the local House 


or anywhere else. 


4th. Mr. Hearst may not be aware that for twenty-four years 
I have occupied the Chair of Political Economy in the University, 
and that the nature of the subject of the chair is such that a 
critical attitude towards Governmental action of any kind but 
especially towards the economic activity of the Government is 
absolutely indispensable for the proper fulfilment of the duties 
of the chair. 

No economist of professional reputation or of independent 
character could be found to occupy such a position unless he was 
guaranteed complete freedom to utilize his scientific equipment 
in criticizing the Government of the Province or that of the 


Dominion should he see fit to do so. 


Sth. The objection of Mr. Hearst to my criticisms and his 
expressed or implied threst to make the University suffer 
pecuniarily on account of them illustrate that portion of my 
argument in which I point out the prevalence of Governmental 
interference with Commissions appointed by the Government, even 
although these Commissions have been ostentatiously removed 


from Governmental control. it is also an illustration of an 


mm 4A os 


argument in another of my writings on the same subject in which 
I notice that when Governmental Ownership is fully developed there 
can be no criticism and therefore no progress because all the 
experts are professionally and economically at the mercy of the 
Government. 

In Great Britain, criticisms of every phase of Governmental 
action by University Professors abound. I am not aware of any 
case in Great Britain of a Professor being censured, much less 
removed from a chair in a University, at the instance of the 
Government. 


rere—may, however, have been some..cas.es. three“ or four 


oa a the~-e tose: of ene-stikda-te Ages ‘when 


Governments weresguch addicted to Government Ownerahip, wCough 


aire 


aan 


the Sequestration of‘; vite property and to the etosing of the 


Gourts of Law to Titagantrageinst the Crowns” At that period 
Bovernnents were wont to stifle-eriticish by such deviées as the 
(Outerie-Governnent~ic A ee ES 

The only country,so far as I am aware, where in recent 
years the utterances of University Professors have been subjected 
to the censorship of the Government is Germany. Even in Russia 
& much more liberal spirit has long existed. 

It is now widely recognized that one of the most 
important factors in the moral and intellectual decay of Germany 
which has resulted in the present War has been the practice of 


reducing the Universities to subservience to the Government. This 


practice has had as consequences the emigration of men of independent 


ww 5D = 


an 


Spirit, the decline of German character. If any attempt,@n the . 

be atifla ufellpectcrs. 
part of Mr. Hearst or any one else in a similar position, were ELiees 
permitted to succeed in this country the germinating intellectual 


life of it would be utterly destroyed. 


6th. I understand that Mr. Hearst spoke of some criticism 

to which the University had been subjected. I am not aware otherWise 
of the existence of any such criticism, but if the University 
is publicly criticised by responsible persons, on any valid grounds, 
such criticism would undoubtedly be promptly answered. 

I may observe, however, that the introduction of the 
University into the discussion is irrelevant. The University as 
a body is not in eny way responsible for the action of any of its 
Members. Indeed a University is fundamentally a group of scholars 
who meet for free discussion. If the Members of the University are 
to be subjected to the dictation of the Government as to what they 
may and may not discuss, the University may as well at once strike 
its name from the roll of Universities. 

tcannet—refrainfrom-saying—theat-if-theGovernnent 
served _the-sProvines.os~nell-ss~the-University-serves.it,—theve 


parke-over-wholeseme-eritieism. Not the University 


but the Government is on the defensive; and this important fact 


must be duly impressed upon the mind of the Government. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Atos thotery 
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